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KYNETON VICTORIA | home

A drinks tray set up

¢ beside the old kitchen
fireplace. FACING PAGE
Max the schnauzer takes

a stroll on the verandah.
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best of all-worlds

AFTER YEARS SPENT DREAMING OF A COUNTRY
HOME, A MELBOURNE COUPLE FINALLY FIND
ONE THAT MATCHES EVERY WISH. !
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Thesittingroom walls are painted:
in Resene’s full strength Graval,
Thadeerhead and coffee table |
and the brass and green glass lantern
were bought at Melbourne auctions;
as was the portrait by an unknown.
artist. FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE,
FRQM TOP LEFT Wooden spoons and!
timber bench tops bring texture
the kitchen; Gravel was used qua
strangth on the exterior walls andfull \
strangth on the windows and trirm; the 7 )
original even'and fireplace in a small -
sitting room off the dining area.
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KYNETON VICTORIA | home

FOR A LONG TIME a country escape was merely

a daydream for Tracie Ellis. Then 18 months ago, the
designer behind the Aura Home linen brand, and her
husband David, a clothing company manager, began
the search in earnest. David had grown up in Bendigo
and they focused on another well-preserved old town
nearby, an hour north of Melbourne, that in recent
years has been a magnet for tree changers, not to
mention a significant dining destination.

“In Kyneton there are so many beautiful houses,”
Tracie says. “And we wanted somewhere in the country
that had restaurants and cafés that we could walk to.

We wanted to feel part of a community — and since
being here, we’ve met so many nice people.”

They looked for a year, missing out on one home
until finally in October last year the dream became reality
in the form of a sprawling weatherboard villa sitting in
a large garden, a few streets back from the town centre.
The original house had been built in the 1860s by
Stuart Murray, an engineer, architect and surveyor,
who continued adding to it for the next 60 years.

When Tracie and David saw the four-bedroom home,
the vast front rooms with their pressed metal and
timber ceilings stopped them in their tracks.

“David was nearly ill at the size of the front rooms,” says
Tracie, laughing. “We looked at it three times and then
our whole family came through, his and mine, and it was
nice to know that it would be a good space for everyone.”

The house was “in good nick”, having been restored
by previous owners. For Tracie, who confesses it was
the exquisite chandeliers in the hall and front rooms
that sold her on the house, all it required was a paint
facelift and decorating. She consulted friend and interior
designer Amanda Lynn, from Aalto Colour, to create
a subdued palette as a backdrop.

Using mostly Resene paint in various stone and neutral
tones, it took just four months of weekends and holidays
for them to paint the interior. “I love all that ‘non-colour’,” >
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KYNETON VICTORIA | home
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In ththall'a Flemish-style

brass chandelier lluminates
recycled tyre mirrars from Hermon
& Hermon and a Bentwoodl seat
from Thonet. fIACING PAGE Tradie
found the portrait of a 191!’1-r_'s-ntury
gentleman named Edgar Ellis:
"David likes to say he's a relative!”
ith it Is an English eak

desk, also bought atauction,

and an arrangement from

Kyneton flowar shop Prunelia.




42 Country Style JUNE 2013

Tracie says. “And the blend of grey-greens is so relaxing
and beautiful in dappled light.” Professional painters,
however, were called in for the exterior, and Tracie
laughs recalling how many of the tradies who worked
on the house already knew it in another guise. “It used
to be a vet clinic for a time and most of the tradesmen
had brought their dogs here!”

Ellis House, as they now name their Kyneton home,
is a complete contrast to their “minimal *50s house” in
Melbourne, and required a fresh furnishing approach.
Carpets were lifted to reveal beautifully polished boards,
now strewn with antique-looking Indian rugs from the
Aura collection. And before committing to floor covering
in the sitting room Tracie tested the practicality of sisal
and seagrass. “I didn’t want to worry about stains, so
I poured red wine on both overnight and then chose
seagrass as it was easier to clean.”

Natural textures are integral to the simple but luxurious
atmosphere Tracie wanted, and she had her bed-linen
supplier run up plain linen curtains for the front rooms
with charcoal borders at the hem. Some great finds in
auction rooms, antiques stores and on the internet (“I'm
a big online shopper”), completed the furnishing. Tracie
bought a deer’s head at Leonard Joel Auctions that now
commands the space above the sitting room mantelpiece,
and brass colonial lamps from a David Bromley auction.

With the interior now almost complete, Tracie and
David are spending more time in the garden or relaxing
with an evening drink in the original old summerhouse.
Weckends are taking on a more leisurely pace.

“We come up on Friday nights, and we’ll go out for
breakfast and to dinner — or we’ll stay at home and have
a bit of a dinner party. David’s pride and joy is the barn
but I'm right into the vegie garden. We live in Kyneton .
and are close to everything, but it feels like country with
this beautiful big garden around us.”

Visit www.ellihouse.com.au for Ellis House accommodation details.
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Visit our featyre on thie 10 best country bedrooms &

= atwww.homglife.com.au/country-bedrooms

KYNETON VICTORIA | home

A guest bedroom is lit by a brass
lantern bought at auction and a wall
light from Edison Light Globes.
FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE, FROM
TOP LEFT Max guards the old
summerhouse; terracotta pots

at the back of the house; Tracie
painted the bathroom walls and
claw-foot bath in Resene’s Fossil.







